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Date:   June 7, 2017 
Agenda Item:  8B 
To:   Design Review Board  
From:   Dana Morrison, Assistant Planner  
Subject:  Preliminary Design Review  
Recommendation: Provide Comments  
Applicant/Owner: Gordy Ross/ Luthin Design / The Barlow   
File Number:  2017-36  
Address:  6780 Depot Street/ The Barlow   
General Plan:  Light Industrial 
Zoning:  M: Industrial    
  
Introduction: 
 
This is a Preliminary Design Review application, requesting Design Review Board comments on 
a proposed amendment to the existing Barlow Master Sign Program.  The Barlow already has 
an existing sign program, however the applicant is looking to add to the existing permitted signs 
to better help visitors locate the entrance to the Barlow area.   
 
Project Description: 
 
The project involves a number of changes and additions to the Barlow Master Sign Program.  
According to the applicant, the goals of the changes are to; 1) Welcome the community and 
visitors to The Barlow, 2) Increase awareness of The Barlow as a distinct district of Sebastopol, 
3) Encourage arrivals at Sebastopol Avenue, 4) Promote the goods and services available at 
The Barlow, 5) Make The Barlow more engaging, vibrant and successful.   The project includes 
specifically: 

A. Removing the large ‘The Barlow’ lettering on Guayaki Building. 
B. Introducing a welcoming Barlow Gateway element at the Sebastopol Avenue entry. 
C. Installation of thematic fencing along the street in front of Community Market. 
D. Installation of pavement graphics at Gravenstein Court, Morris Crosswalk, and 

McKinley/Gravenstein Crosswalks. 
E. New color schemed for the Guayaki Building 
F. Addition of a branded stripe for the Guayaki Building. 
G. Addition of street letters. 
H. Installation of a crate stack monument sign. 
I. Addition of graphics and lettering on Morris Corner Feature Boiler. 
J. Installation of pedestrian wayfinding signs along the side alleys. 
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City Departmental Comment: 
 
The following City departments reviewed the application: Building and Safety, Engineering, Fire, 
and Public Works.  The Building and Safety Department commented that the entry gateway 
would require a building permit. The Public Works Department commented that all signage and 
pavement signage shall be maintained by the property owner of The Barlow.  
  
Required Findings: 
 
Section 17.310.030.B.2 of the Zoning Ordinance will be the formal finding required for final 
Design Review.  It states the following: “In considering an application for design review, the 
Design Review Board, or the Planning Director, as the case may be, shall determine whether 
the design of the proposal would be compatible with the neighborhood and with the general 
visual character of Sebastopol; the design provides appropriate transitions and relationships to 
adjacent properties and the public right of way; it would not impair the desirability of investment 
or occupation in the neighborhood; the design is internally consistent and harmonious; and the 
design is in conformity with any guidelines and standards adopted pursuant to this Chapter.”   
 
Recommendation: 
 
The applicant is presenting the project for Preliminary Review at this time.  This gives the 
applicant an opportunity to identify design options under consideration so that the Board can 
provide feedback.  This also gives the Board the opportunity to make comments on the 
application and seek clarification on any project components that may be unclear. 
 
The Board does not take any votes under Preliminary Review.  However, it would be helpful if 
the Board articulated a general consensus or majority perspective on the proposed project, to 
the extent feasible.  This would allow the applicant to gain a general understanding, regarding 
the design of the proposed project and any recommended revisions that should be considered.   
 
Staff recommends that the Board receive a presentation from the applicant, hear from any 
interested members of the public, and provide comments on the proposed project.    
 
Attachments: 
 

 Master Planning Application Form 

 Preliminary Design Review Plans 

 Existing Barlow Master Sign Program 
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