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Subject:  Barlow Sign Program Minor Amendments  
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Address:  The Barlow, Sebastopol Ca  
CEQA Status:  Categorical Exemption: Section 15311: Class 11  
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Zoning:  M: Industrial  
  
Introduction: 
 
This is a Minor Design Review application with Amendments seeking to make further, minor, 
amendments to the recently updated and approved Barlow Master Sign Program.  This 
application follows a series of Board meetings from 2012 to 2014, which resulted in the approval 
of a Master Sign Program for The Barlow, and a number of subsequent amendments in 2015.  
The Board reviewed a preliminary application regarding the proposed changes to The Barlow 
Master Sign Program in June, 2017, during which the Board made comments and suggestions.  
In August, 2017 the Board approved the proposed Amendments. Since the approval some 
minor changes have been made to the proposed location and facings of some of the sign 
amendments approved in August. The Barlow is seeking DRB approval for these changes. 
 
Project Description: 
 
The project involves a number of minor changes in the location and the sign faces of the Barlow 
Gate Entry, the Community Market Sign, the existing Entry Sign, the proposed Crate Stack sign 
and the addition of Market lights to the McKinley Street/Morris Street Spanning Letter Signs.  

A. The proposal still involves installing a welcoming ‘Barlow Gateway’ (BG) element at 
the Sebastopol Avenue entry.  No changes are proposed to be made to the size of 
the gateway signs.  Instead, the proposed changes involve the artwork and lettering 
on the two banner signs.  The signage layouts have been adjusted to avoid repetition 
of information for traffic travelling in each direction.   

B. The project still involves moving the existing Community Market Sign (B2).  The 
approved August, 2017 placement of the sign was at the entry island (in the middle 
of the Community Market parking lot).  However, this proposed location presents 
visibility issues, and the applicant is requesting to move the sign to the location of the 
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existing Barlow Entry Sign (B1), which is located directly in front of the Community 
Market building along Sebastopol Avenue. 

C. The Barlow Entry Sign (B1) is proposed to be moved from its existing location to the 
corner of Sebastopol Avenue and Morris Street, in the approximate location of the 
old boiler sign.  Currently, the sign is located in front of Community Market, and the 
applicant feels that the sign would be better suited if moved. The applicant is also 
proposing to reface the sign to match the design of the Gateway signage, further 
ensuring continuity throughout the properties signage.  

D. The project still involves installing ‘Spanning Letters’ (SL1 and SL2) reading ‘The 
Barlow’ across the entrance at Morris Street, and at the entrance from McKinley 
Street (coming from downtown).  However, the applicant is proposing to add market 
lights to both of the signs, to match similar lighting found at other locations within The 
Barlow.  

E. The final change proposed involves the ‘Crate Stack’ (CS) entry feature at the corner 
of Morris Street and McKinley Street.  This sign was proposed to replace an existing 
entry sign (same design as the existing Barlow Entry Sign [B1]).  However, while the 
proposed crate stack worked on paper, The Barlow has since realized that the scale 
of the crate stack sign will not work with the existing space due to existing utility 
lines, setbacks and vision triangle requirements.  As such, the applicant is proposing 
to reface the existing sign to mimic the banner panels of the Barlow Gateway (BG) 
sign, and to match to the refacing proposed for the Barlow Entry Sign (B1).  The new 
sign will be referred to as BG.1.  

 
Environmental Review: 
 
The project is categorically exempt from the requirements of CEQA pursuant to Section 15311, 
Class 11, which exempts the installation of on-premise signs. 
 
Zoning Ordinance Consistency: 
 
The application is subject to the following provisions of the Sign Program: 
 
“Signage at The Barlow needs to address the historical roots of the project site and embrace the 
up to the minute marketing sensibilities of the diverse tenant mix at the project.  Signage should 
be a marriage of old and new: materials, graphic design, texture, color and character.  Project 
signs for The Barlow are designed to complement the project’s architectural character…Project 
signs are intended to reinforce the project brand and provide basic directional information to 
visitors.” (Barlow Master Sign Program, 2015 amended version, page 0.1). 
 
The proposed changes to the approved Master Sign Program for The Barlow are in keeping 
with the approved design and seeks to rectify visibility issues, constraints with available space, 
and ensure continuity and clarity among the signs found throughout the property.   
 
In summation, there is only a minor net change in the signage square footage, in that the crate 
stack signage is being replaced by a smaller two sided sign, designed to be consistent with 
other Entry Sign along Sebastopol Avenue and the approved banners for the Barlow Gateway.   
 
Public Comment: 
 
No public comments on the application have been received as of writing this report.    
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City Departmental Comment: 
 
No City Departmental comments on the application have been received as of writing this staff 
report. 
  
Required Findings: 
 
Section 17.310.030.B.2 of the Zoning Ordinance states: In considering an application for design 
review, the Design Review Board, or the Planning Director, as the case may be, shall determine 
whether the design of the proposal would be compatible with the neighborhood and with the 
general visual character of Sebastopol; the design provides appropriate transitions and 
relationships to adjacent properties and the public right of way; it would not impair the 
desirability of investment or occupation in the neighborhood; the design is internally consistent 
and harmonious; and the design is in conformity with any guidelines and standards adopted 
pursuant to this Chapter. 
 
Analysis: 
 
Each Master Sign Program amendment is analyzed individually: 
 
Cover: This amendment would change the revision date to August 16, 2017 and update the 
index to reflect proposed revisions to the Master Sign Program. 
 
Project Sign Locations: This amendment would update the map to reflect the proposed addition 
of the movement of the Community Market Sign (B2), the Barlow Entry Sign (B1), and the 
removal and replacement of the “Crate Stack” sign with a refaced Entry Sign (BG.1).  
 
Barlow Gate: This amendment would allow for minor changes to the graphics and wording 
displayed on the banner portions of the Gateway sign.  
 
Barlow Entry Sign (B1): This amendment would allow for the refacing of the existing Barlow 
Entry Sign.  The refaced sign is proposed to match the Barlow Gate Banners and former Crate 
Stack Sign (now BG.1), in style, design and size.  
   
BG.1 (formerly ‘Crate Stack’):  This amendment would allow for the refacing of the existing entry 
sign to match Entry Sign (B1) and the Barlow Gate Banners.  The amendment no longer 
proposes a crate stack sign. The sign will be double sided.  
 
Spanning Letters:  This amendment would permit the addition of market lights to both spanning 
letter signs located along McKinley Street.  
 
Staff feels that the proposed signage changes and additions are minor and in keeping the 
approved sign program.  The changes to the signage help to further create a unifying theme and 
avoid issues pertaining to visibility and setbacks.   
  
Recommendation: 
 
If it is the consensus of the Board that the proposed amendments to the Barlow Master Sign 
Program are compatible with the site, staff recommends that the application be approved based 
on the facts, findings, and analysis set forth in this staff report and subject to the conditions 
outlined.   
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Alternatively, the Board may find that revisions are needed and that a continuance is 
appropriate.  Staff recommends that the Board provide direction to the applicant for revisions in 
the event of a continuance or rationale, in the event of a denial of any elements.     
 
Findings for Major Sign Review (Application Number 2017-55) approval to amend the 
Master Sign Program for The Barlow: 
 
Findings for Approval: 
 
1. That the project is categorically exempt from the requirements of CEQA pursuant to Section 

15311, Class 11, which exempts the installation of on-premise signs. 
 
2. That the proposed project is consistent with Section 17.310.030.B.2 of the Zoning 

Ordinance in that the design of the proposal would be compatible with the neighborhood and 
with the general visual character of Sebastopol; the design provides appropriate transitions 
and relationships to adjacent properties and the public right of way; it would not impair the 
desirability of investment or occupation in the neighborhood; the design is in conformity with 
any guidelines and standards adopted pursuant to this Chapter in that the revisions to the 
Master Sign Program assist in the enhancement of The Barlow, which is a large and distinct 
area within Sebastopol.  The proposed sign amendments are minor and involve the 
movement or refacing of approved signage.   

 
3. That the granting of the Sign Program Amendments allows for overall improvements which 

help to unify the Barlow Signage and addresses issues of sign visibility and placement.  
 
4. That the granting of the Sign Program Amendments will allow for signs that are more 

consistent with the site context in terms of available space, visibility, and sign consistency; 
and that the changes, involving: the movement of the Community Market Sign, replacement 
of the Crate Stack sign with a refaced Entry Sign, the refacing of the Gateway Banners, and 
the movement of the Barlow Entry Sign appear to be compatible with changes approved at 
the August 2017 Design Review Board meeting.  

 
Conditions of Approval: 
 
1. Approval is granted for the Design Review submittal described in the application and the 

plans date-stamped November 28, 2017.  This approval is valid for a period of three (3) 
years, except that the applicant may request one (1) year extension of this approval from the 
Planning Director, pursuant to Section 17.250.050 of the Zoning Ordinance. 
 

2. The signs shall be installed consistent with the application materials date-stamped 
November 28, 2017.  No other signs regulated by the Sign Ordinance shall be installed or 
displayed without the prior written approval of the Planning Department. 

 
3. An encroachment permit may be required prior to installation of the signs.  Please contact 

the Engineering Department prior to installation if work will be performed, or materials 
placed, in the public right-of-way. The phone number for the Engineering Department is 823-
2151. 

 
4. A Building Permit is required for the installation of most signs. Please contact the Building 

Department for Building Permit application information at 823-8597. 
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Attachments: 
 

 Master Planning Application Form 

 Newly proposed Master Sign Program Amendments  

 August 2017 Approved Master Sign Program Amendments 
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