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CITY OF SEBASTOPOL
CITY COUNCIL
REPORT
Meeting Date: July 17, 2018
To: Honorable Mayor and Honorable City Councilmembers
From: Henry Mikus, Engineering Manager
Subject: Report on Receipt of Grant from the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors as

sponsored by District 5 Supervisor Lynda Hopkins.

Recommendation: Informational Item, no action required
Funding: Currently Budgeted: _ X Yes No N/A
Net General Fund Cost: S none

The County grant of $25,000 has been programmed with the Capital
Improvement Plan.

INTRODUCTION: That the City Council receive the Grant from the Sonoma County Board of
Supervisors as sponsored by District 5 Supervisor Lynda Hopkins. No Action is Required for this ltem.

BACKGROUND:

Bodega Avenue is unique for the City in that it is THE major east-west arterial corridor for vehicular
traffic, with average daily traffic counts in excess of three times the City’s population. Much of the
traffic is regional in origin or destination; Sebastopol bears the burden of maintaining this street while
much of its traffic is from outside the City. This is particularly clear on weekends when Bodega Avenue
serves as a major gateway and access to and from the Sonoma Coast.

In Spring 2016 the City Council asked to have a Traffic Corridor Safety Study performed for the section of
Bodega Avenue that is City-owned. The study, presented Fall 2016, identified five intersections along
Bodega Avenue that would benefit from some safety enhancements, particularly regarding pedestrians.

The City Council authorized design work for the improvements to be done for all five intersections. The
Bodega/Nelson intersection is slated to get a “HAWK” pedestrian crosswalk warning system installed.
Work has begun on this project. The Bodega/Ragle intersection has gone through the bid process and
work is nearing a start, and the remaining three intersections (Washington, Florence, Robinson) are

currently out for bids. Funding was to come from the City’s “Traffic Impact Fund” which has been used
for paying for City pedestrian and bicycle projects.

DISCUSSION:

Because Bodega Avenue serves so many County residents not from Sebastopol, Council Member Sarah
Gurney and Sonoma County District 5 Supervisor Lynda Hopkins had several discussions about how the
City can obtain some help in improving the Bodega Corridor. As a result, Supervisor Hopkins requested
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and sponsored a $25,000 grant disbursement from County tourism enhancement funds to help with the
Bodega improvements. The County Board of Supervisors recently approved this initiative!

The City intends to use this $25,000 County grant to pay for part of the approximately $250,000 cost for
the HAWK crosswalk warning system at the Bodega Ave/Nelson Way intersection.

This County participation with Sebastopol transportation infrastructure projects of a regional benefit is
to be just a first step in this regard. Subsequent to the initial conversations about the grant, Council
Member Gurney and Supervisor Hopkins have also collaborated on joint planning for enhancements to
Ragle Road, which straddles the western City/County boundary. In this instance the City and County are
jointly preparing and submitting a statewide grant application for ATP (Active Transportation Program)
funds for the Ragle Road improvements.

RECOMMENDATION:
That the City Council receive the Grant from the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors as sponsored by

District 5 Supervisor Lynda Hopkins. No Action is Required for this Item.

ATTACHMENTS:
None
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