
City of Sebastopol
Community Newsletter

www.CityofSebastopol.org

July 9 - July 15 Special Weekly Edition of
Sebastopol Community Newsletter

Please visit socoemergency.org for the most up-to-date information on the
coronavirus crisis in Sonoma County. 

View as Webpage

KNOW SOMEONE INTERESTED IN RECEIVING THIS NEWSLETTER? FORWARD
THIS EMAIL.

WAS THIS EMAIL FORWARDED TO YOU BY SOMEONE ELSE?

Click Here To
Subscribe

GOT APPLES? RESERVE THE SLOW FOOD SEBASTOPOL
APPLE PRESS

It’s apple season in Sonoma County, and
the Slow Food Sebastopol Community
Apple Press is opening to the public on
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Saturday, August 7th at the Luther
Burbank Experiment Farm in Sebastopol,
and will run every weekend until October
24th. People are welcome to bring their
own apples and a group of volunteers will
assist them in making fresh pressed apple
juice.

Reservations required. Click here to
reserve the apple press.
Interested in volunteering? Click here for
more information.

SEVERAL COUNTIES RECOMMEND MASKING INDOORS
FOR EVERYONE AS A PRECAUTION AGAINST
INCREASED CIRCULATION OF COVID-19

With cases of COVID-19 rising locally and increased circulation of the highly
transmissible Delta variant, the Counties of Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin,
San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Sonoma, and the City of Berkeley
recommend that everyone, regardless of vaccination status, wear masks
indoors in public places to ensure easy verification that all unvaccinated people
are masked in those settings and as an extra precautionary measure for all.

Read the full press release here.

CITY COUNCIL APPROVES RESOLUTION FOR STAGE 2
WATER CONSERVATION MEASURES AT THE JULY 6
COUNCIL MEETING

In May, the Sebastopol City Council passed a Stage 1 Water

https://www.slowfoodrr.org/reserve-the-sebastopol-community-apple-press/
http://www.slowfoodrr.org/volunteering-join-apple-core/
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/CAO/Press-Releases/Counties-of-Alameda--Contra-Costa--Marin--San-Francisco--San-Mateo---Santa-Clara--Sonoma--and-the-City-of-Berkeley-Recommend-Masking--Indoors-for-Everyone-as-a-Precaution-Against-Increased-Circulation/


Conservation Alert. On July 6, the City Council passed
Stage 2 calling for mandatory 25% reduction of water use. It
limits or prohibits a number of activities including outdoor
irrigation, filling of swimming pools, car washing, and others.
Click here to read the resolution.

WE'VE TURNED OFF THE WATER TO OUR DECORATIVE
FOUNTAINS TO CONSERVE WATER

TAKE THE WATER METER SURVEY!

With water conservation a top priority, the City of Sebastopol is exploring ways
to give its water customers tools to gain greater control over their own usage
and to be alerted to leaks in real time. Many other water providers in our region
have found success with cellular water meters and an accompanying app
where customers will have instant access to this information.

We are conducting a short survey of water customers to gather input on
whether or not they feel that such a program would be of value. Survey results
will be shared with the City Council to help inform their decision-making
process about the cellular water meter program.

This survey will end on October 1, 2021.

Take the Survey

https://ci.sebastopol.ca.us/getattachment/Meeting-Event/City-Council/2021/City-Council-Meeting-July-6,-2021/Resolution-Number-6359-2021-Resolution-for-Water-Conservation-Stage-2.pdf.aspx
https://ci.sebastopol.ca.us/Our-Community/Utilities-Conservation/Sewer-Water/Water-Conservation/Water-Meter-Survey


WATER CONSERVATION TIP OF THE WEEK

Water savings are urgently
needed. See the City's Water
Conservation page for actions
you can take to reduce water
usage and check out these indoor
and outdoor water conservation
tips from the Sonoma-Marin
Saving Water Partnership.

Here's this week's tip to help you
reduce your water consumption:

When you give your pet
fresh water, don’t throw
the old water down the drain. Use it to water your trees or shrubs.
It's critical that we all do our part to save water.

CHECK OUT WATER UPGRADES $AVE, A WATER- AND
MONEY-SAVING PROGRAM

The City of Sebastopol is proud to
offer Water Upgrades $ave, a
water efficiency program that helps
you save water and money.
 
Are you a single-family
homeowner or renter? 
 
It’s simple to participate — enroll
online or by phone and schedule a
free home assessment to select
the water efficiency upgrades that
make the most sense for your

property. The Program installs the upgrades with little-to-no upfront cost, and you pay a
fixed on-bill charge that is lower than the estimated savings — so you begin saving right
away.
 
Indoor upgrades include high-efficiency toilets, showerheads, and aerators; future outdoor
upgrades will support conversion to drought tolerant landscaping.
 
Participants get new building code–compliant upgrades that improve the property while
reducing their water, sewer, and water-heating costs.
 
Are you a multi-family property owner?
 
Contact us today to schedule a project assessment and identify your savings opportunity.
 
Vice Mayor Gurney said that while “the Water Upgrades $ave program will benefit local
governments by buffering the impact of our rate increase, it will also help our local citizens
by giving them an affordable tool to lower their water and energy use.”
 
For more information, go to the program website www.waterupgradessave.org or call us
at 877-846-8795.

https://www.ci.sebastopol.ca.us/Our-Community/Utilities-Conservation/Sewer-Water/Water-Conservation
http://www.savingwaterpartnership.org/tips/
https://www.bayren.org/waterupgradessave


SCULPTURE GARDEN CALL FOR ARTISTS

The City of Sebastopol Public Arts
Committee is seeking proposals from
Sonoma County based sculptors for the
design, fabrication, and installation of
durable and low-maintenance original
public art suitable for placement in the
Sebastopol Community Sculpture
Garden (CSG), Ives Park, Sebastopol,
California.

Submission Deadline: August 9, 2021

Call for Artists - Packet
Call for Artists - Map of Ives Park

HELP REDUCE THE LOCAL IMPACTS OF CLIMATE
CHANGE BY PARTICIPATING ON THE SEBASTOPOL
CLIMATE ACTION COMMITTEE

The Sebastopol Climate Action Committee is coming together
to advise the city council on ways to address the climate
emergency. Your ideas, expertise and support are essential to
reducing the local impacts of climate change.
 
We invite you to join us in bettering our local environment with
your skills and passion by:

Joining one of our sub-groups: Education and Outreach, Energy, Carbon
Sequestration, Funding, Equity, Transportation and Research 

Attending the bi-monthly committee meetings as a member of the public.

For more information visit the Sebastopol Climate Action Committee page.

PARTICIPATE IN THE PLASTIC FREE JULY MOVEMENT

https://www.ci.sebastopol.ca.us/SebastopolSite/media/Documents/other_documents/Sculpture-Garden-Call-for-Artists_06-07-2021_No-Map.pdf?ext=.pdf
https://www.ci.sebastopol.ca.us/SebastopolSite/media/Documents/other_documents/Sculpture-Garden-Call-for-Artists_06-07-2021_Map.pdf?ext=.pdf
https://ci.sebastopol.ca.us/City-Government/Boards-Commissions-Committees/Climate-Action-Sub-committee


Download a PDF of the flyer HERE.
For more information visit https://zerowastesonoma.gov/PFJ

MAP YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD EMERGENCY AND
DISASTER PREPAREDNESS NEWS

Provided through the Map Your Neighborhood (MYN)
Program as part of the Sebastopol Fire Department’s
support of community preparedness. Open to all
Sebastopol area residents. 

Introduction to MYN - 60-minute Zoom class. Learn

https://files.constantcontact.com/bb65e4e6601/3323e30d-0032-4a4f-81d4-21b73505ef76.pdf?rdr=true
https://zerowastesonoma.gov/PFJ


the 9 steps of the MYN program to help
neighborhoods prepare for emergencies and
disasters. MYN Incentive Program included.

Held the 3rd Wednesday of each month with
the next class happening July 21st.

To sign up or learn more about this and other
preparedness programs, contact Skip Jirrels,
Sebastopol Fire department Public Safety
Outreach Coordinator
at sjirrels@cityofsebastopol.org or 707-799-2204.

FRS (hand-held radio) Training in-person at the
Sebastopol Fire Station and via Zoom on July 27.

Learn how to stay connected when other
communications sources are not available.

Visit https://sebastopolready.org/calendar-events/sncu-radio-zoom-training for more
information and to sign up.

VOLUNTEER SCRIBES NEEDED FOR SEBASTOPOL
NEIGHBORHOOD COMMUNICATIONS UNIT (SNCU)

The SNCU mission will help the Map Your Neighborhood leaders communicate
information to other neighborhoods and the Sebastopol Fire Department during
an emergency. Scribes work directly with radio operators to write these
messages to be relayed. Those written messages will serve as
a documented record of issues that arise during a disaster. Click here for
additional information.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY - SONOMA CLEAN POWER
AUTHORITY COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Sonoma Clean Power is recruiting volunteers for
openings on its Community Advisory Committee. This is
a meaningful opportunity to provide input toward
Sonoma Clean Power’s innovative customer benefits,
renewable energy projects, and assist with shaping
clean energy goals for our community. 

mailto:sjirrels@cityofsebastopol.org
https://sebastopolready.org/calendar-events/sncu-radio-zoom-training
https://files.ctctusercontent.com/bb65e4e6601/5cce2ffa-2b8a-415c-a9d3-43136caea190.pdf?rdr=true


Click here for more information and to download an application or visit Sonoma Clean
Power's website.

ASK SLOW CAT!
THIS WEEK'S QUESTION: Isn’t the fountain
recirculating the same water? Why turn it off?

ANSWER: Although the water in City fountains is
recirculated, there is loss through evaporation,
especially during the hot summer months. We are also
encouraging everyone to save water so that we can
achieve a 25% reduction in overall use. Emptying the
fountains sets an example and serves as a reminder that
we must all conserve in order to make it through the drought. We’re trying to
come up with an art project or something that will make the empty fountains
look a little less sad!

Have a question about the town we all know and love? Want to know more
about the history of Sebastopol? We want to answer your questions. Submit a
question via email to by clicking the button below. We'll post answers in our
weekly newsletter and on our Facebook page.

Submit A
Question

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Planning Department
Associate Planner
Deadline to Apply: July 22, 2021

See the city website for additional information and
requirements on these current opportunities to
participate in the management and growth in
our community.

SEBASTOPOL BOARD, COMMISSION, AND COMMITTEE
OPENINGS

Sonoma County Library Commission
Representative from Sebastopol
Notice to the Community to fill Vacancy (Remaining
Term) Due to Resignation for the Position on the
Sonoma County Library Commission for a
Representative from Sebastopol (Term Ends July
31, 2022)
DEADLINE: August 5, 2021

https://files.constantcontact.com/bb65e4e6601/0502a20c-b2f2-468a-9dc6-9ce6779f506d.pdf?rdr=true
https://sonomacleanpower.org/community-advisory-committee
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https://www.ci.sebastopol.ca.us/SebastopolSite/media/Documents/Employment/SEB_Assoc_Planner_Ad_3.pdf
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If you would like an application, please contact City Hall at 707-823-1153 or
info@cityofsebastopol.org for applications or information.

COVID-19 INFO & RESOURCES

See the SoCoEmergency Calendar for a list of
upcoming vaccination clinics in the County.

RESIDENTS 12+ YEARS OF AGE ARE NOW ELIGIBLE FOR
VACCINES

Sonoma County residents 12+ years of
age are now eligible for COVID-19
vaccines at several county clinics and
pharmacies across the county.

As of May 12, all residents in
California 12 and older are now
eligible for vaccination.
Children ages 12 to 17 can only
receive the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine.
Vaccine appointments are readily
available in the County. Anyone who wants one can get an appointment
at one of our many clinics, pharmacies or health centers in the County --
often the same day. All County-supported clinics are accepting walk-in
patients.
Residents are still encouraged to make vaccine appointments through
the https://myturn.ca.gov web site. Residents who need help making an
appointment are encouraged to call the County COVID-19 hotline at 707-
565-4667 in English and Spanish.

Visit https://socoemergency.org for more information.

mailto:info@cityofsebastopol.org
https://socoemergency.org/events/category/pop-up-vaccine/
https://myturn.ca.gov
https://socoemergency.org


SONOMA COUNTY EMERGENCY RENTAL ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

As of April 19, 2021, the County of
Sonoma has started providing support to
households impacted by COVID-19
through the Emergency Rental Assistance
Program (ERAP).

The program will provide payment
assistance for tenants who are behind
on rent and utilities. ERAP additionally
provides options for landlords to
participate and receive financial
assistance. This program is open to all
County residents, regardless

of immigration status, who are renters or landlords requiring rental assistance. Any
community member can apply with any organization on this list regardless of where in
Sonoma County they reside.

See the Tenant and Housing Resources  page on the City's website for more
information, FAQs, and links to apply.

COVID-19 FINANCIAL RELIEF

American Rescue Plan

All funding programs below will be administered by the Small
Business Administration (SBA).

Economic Injury Disaster Loan Program (EIDL)
Click here for more information

Shuttered Venue Operators Grant (SVOG)
Preliminary Application Checklist
FAQ

https://www.ci.sebastopol.ca.us/City-Government/Departments-Services/Fire/Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19)-New/Tenant-and-Housing-Resources
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/covid-19-relief-options/covid-19-economic-injury-disaster-loan
https://www.sba.gov/document/support-shuttered-venue-operators-grant-preliminary-application-checklist
https://www.sba.gov/document/support-shuttered-venue-operators-grants-faq


NEW: Community Navigator Pilot Program
Click here for more information

Targeted EIDL Advanced Grant
Status: Eligible applicants contacted by SBA
Click here for more information

CA Small Business COVID-19 Relief Grant Program
Click here for more information

LEGAL AID OF SONOMA COUNTY IS HERE TO HELP
PEOPLE IMPACTED BY COVID-19

If you have employment questions, benefits questions, tenant
protections questions, or any other legal issues related to the
pandemic, please contact Legal Aid of Sonoma County. Visit their
website here for more information.

EMERGENCY SAFETY & PREPAREDNESS

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT SEBASTOPOLREADY.ORG?

Visit SebastopolReady.org, an emergency and
disaster preparedness and readiness resource
with information on how neighbors can prepare to
provide care, safety and comfort simply by
working together.

SEBASTOPOL EVACUATION MAPS

As part of on going efforts with the
County of Sonoma, Sebastopol now
has evacuation maps. You can find
links on the Fire Department page of
the City's website.

Sebastopol City Limits -
Evacuation Map (Enter your address
in the top right search bar to find your
evacuation zone.)

Sebastopol Addresses Outside
City Limits - Evacuation Map (Enter
your address in the top left search bar
to find your evacuation zone.)

ALL OUTDOOR BURNING SUSPENDED

https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance/community-navigators
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/covid-19-relief-options/covid-19-economic-injury-disaster-loan
https://careliefgrant.com
https://legalaidsc.org/covid-19-special-notices/
http://sebastopolready.org/
https://ci.sebastopol.ca.us/City-Government/Departments-Services/Fire/Evacuation-Information
https://maps.srcity.org/Html5Viewer/Index.html?viewer=Sebastopol&layerTheme=Evacuation
https://sonomacounty.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=69a0e54e9e2b48c086d122027b21c961


FIRE SEASON IS HERE! HARDEN YOUR HOME!

Fire Chief Bill Braga and CalFire want
to remind us that fire season is here. 

Now is the time to harden your home
and property to better withstand wildfire.

See readyforwildfire.org for more
information.

SIGN UP FOR ALERTS
Make sure that you have signed up for:

SoCoAlerts;  and

Nixle Alerts (either online or by texting your zip code to 888777) 

It is important to register for both types of alerts. If you receive Nixle alerts, read them
thoroughly and click on any links.

http://readyforwildfire.org/
https://socoemergency.org/prepare/get-ready/stay-informed/socoalert/
https://local.nixle.com/register/


Text Fire or Fuego (for Spanish) to 211-211 for updates.

More information on alerts may be found here. 

https://socoemergency.org/prepare/get-ready/stay-informed/#signup


CITY NEWS

SEBASTOPOL WEBSITE EN ESPAÑOL

In an effort to better serve members of the Sebastopol community for whom
Spanish is their primary language, Google Translate has been added to the
City of Sebastopol website. 

REGULAR CITY BUSINESS CONTINUES

City Hall (City Manager, Administrative and Finance Services, and Planning
Department) offices continue to operate virtually and remain closed to the
public. We anticipate opening to the public for limited hours in early July. Check
the city website for updated hours. 

All other City offices are open regular business hours. Please note signage at
each location for any special instructions about interacting safely with staff. 

CITY MEETINGS

All meetings will be held virtually and are open to the public to attend via web
or phone link. 

Agendas for upcoming meetings can be found on the City website by clicking
the “Meetings” link on the home page. Agendas will contain information about
participating virtually in real time when this feature is available. 

https://ci.sebastopol.ca.us/Meeting-Event


City Council Meetings:
Meeting Days: First and Third Tuesday of each month
Meeting Time: 6pm
Livestream Link: http://bit.ly/sebcctv
To submit comments before the meeting:

For Items Not on the Agenda:  Members of the public may submit written
emails/comments for items not on the agenda either by email as a public
record or by public comment during the public comment period of the virtual
City Council meeting.  All written emails/comments will be provided to the
entire City Council as a public record but will not be read into the minutes at
the City Council meeting.  Written emails/comments should be received by
5:00 pm of the Council Meeting Date for submission to the entire City Council
prior to the meeting and will be included as a part of the record of the
meeting. Please submit your comments via email for this meeting
to mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org
For Items Listed on the Agenda:  Members of the public may submit written
emails/comments for items listed on the agenda either by email as a public
record or by public comment during the public comment period of the agenda
item during the virtual City Council meeting.  Email comments must
identify the Agenda Item Number in the subject line of the email. All
written emails/comments will be provided to the entire City Council as a
public record but will not be read into the minutes at the City Council
meeting.  Written emails/comments should be received by 5:00 pm of the
Council Meeting Date for submission to the entire City Council prior to the
meeting and will be included as a part of the record of the meeting. Please
submit your comments via email for this meeting
to mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org

Next Meeting: City Council Meeting of July 20, 2021 @ 6:00 PM

Planning Commission Meetings:
Meeting Days: Second and Fourth Tuesday of each month
Meeting Time: 7pm
Livestream Link: http://bit.ly/sebcctv
To submit comments before meeting, send an email
to ksvanstrom@cityofsebastopol.org

Next Meeting: Planning Commission Meeting of July 27, 2021 @ 6:00 PM

(NOTE: All meetings will be held virtually and are open to the public to attend via web or
phone link. Information for meeting attendance can be found
here: https://www.ci.sebastopol.ca.us/Meeting-Event.aspx)

Design Review Board Meetings:
Meeting Days: First and Third Wednesday of each month
Meeting Time: 4pm
Livestream Link: http://bit.ly/sebcctv
To submit comments before meeting, send an email to
amontes@cityofsebastopol.org

Next Meeting: Design Review Board Meeting of July 21, 2021 @ 4:00 PM

Public Arts Committee Meetings:
Meeting Days: First Wednesday of each month
Meeting Time: 10:30am
Livestream Link: http://bit.ly/sebcctv
To submit comments before meeting, send an email
to amontes@cityofsebastopol.org

https://bit.ly/sebcctv?fbclid=IwAR2rLAQlkgjlaj8CljO-HYZG27lVSjX94_CWjYk7tweWB-dRxPSH2PDkfUI
mailto:mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org
mailto:mgourley@cityofsebastopol.org
https://ci.sebastopol.ca.us/Meeting-Event/City-Council/2021/City-Council-Meeting-July-20,-2021
https://bit.ly/sebcctv?fbclid=IwAR2rLAQlkgjlaj8CljO-HYZG27lVSjX94_CWjYk7tweWB-dRxPSH2PDkfUI
mailto:ksvanstrom@cityofsebastopol.org
https://ci.sebastopol.ca.us/Meeting-Event/Planning-Commission/2021/Planning-Commission-Meeting-of-July-27,-2021
https://www.ci.sebastopol.ca.us/Meeting-Event.aspx
https://bit.ly/sebcctv?fbclid=IwAR2rLAQlkgjlaj8CljO-HYZG27lVSjX94_CWjYk7tweWB-dRxPSH2PDkfUI
mailto:amontes@cityofsebastopol.org
https://ci.sebastopol.ca.us/Meeting-Event/Design-Review-Board/2021/Design-Review-Board-Meeting-of-July-21,-2021
https://bit.ly/sebcctv?fbclid=IwAR2rLAQlkgjlaj8CljO-HYZG27lVSjX94_CWjYk7tweWB-dRxPSH2PDkfUI
mailto:amontes@cityofsebastopol.org


Next Meeting: Public Arts Committee Meeting of August 4, 2021 @ 10:30AM

GENERAL INFO

Check out the Sebastopol Area Senior Center's weekly and monthly
virtual classes and workshops!

The classes include Chair Sail, Tai Chi Chuan, the Feldenkrais Method, Gentle
Yoga, Support Groups, and more.

Click here to see what classes are available and to register.

SUMMER READING WITH SONOMA COUNTY LIBRARY

Sign up for Sonoma County Library’s 2021 Summer Reading Program for exploration,
learning, and fun—in person or from home!

The 2021 Summer Reading Challenge runs from June 1 to August 14. We are offering

https://ci.sebastopol.ca.us/Meeting-Event/Public-Arts-Committee/2021/Public-Arts-Committee-Meeting-of-August-04,-2021
https://www.sebastopolseniorcenter.org/classes-workshops
https://sonomalibrary.org/summerreading2021


both online tracking through Beanstack and the Beanstack Tracker App, and paper logs. In
both instances, patrons record the number of minutes read. Signup online or visit your
local library.

PEACETOWN SUMMER CONCERT SERIES RETURNS

…and all of Sebastopol becomes Peacetown, USA every Wednesday evening from 4:30-
7:30 from July 7th to September 8th. The Peacetown Summer Concert Series has
traditionally been held at Ives Park. Because of the uncertainty around COVID restrictions,
Peacetown has relocated to The Barlow and will now include all of the cultural treasures of
Sebastopol. Select downtown and Main Street restaurants, merchants and galleries
(including the Sebastopol Center for the Arts) will offer expanded hours and special
programs every Wednesday evening. Visit Peacetown.org for the most current details and
musical lineup. 

https://sonomalibrary.beanstack.org/reader365
https://sonomalibrary.org/locations
https://www.peacetown.org/2021-summer-celebration
https://www.peacetown.org


LIBRARY EXPANDS IN-PERSON SERVICE HOURS



More Library Access!
 
Sonoma County Library is moving to the next stage of their Express Services model.
Library doors are now open at 50 percent capacity, with a variety of service hours to meet
your needs. There is no time limit for your library visit, and you don't need to make a
reservation (except for the Sonoma County History & Genealogy Library). See the new in-
person hours at sonomalibrary.org/express.
 
Curbside service is still available by request during in-person open hours, with additional
curbside hours at regional libraries.
 
Join us in reopening gradually and safely!

Contact
Us  ​  ​

https://sonomalibrary.org/express
https://sonomalibrary.org/express
http://ci.sebastopol.ca.us/Connect-With-Us/Question
https://www.facebook.com/CityofSebastopolCA/
https://twitter.com/sebastopolcity?lang=en

